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MESSAGE
FROM THE
PRESIDENT

\WHAT MAKES A BOLD ¢ & N e

Learn more about the financial

BUMMUN”Y? | > 7 | stability of your foundation

The word “bold” is defined as “showing the ability to take/rlsks confident, and courageous.” _ A{!
It was a bold step in 1973 when a group of men an d women came together to form Midland . b Blg |deas
Area Community Foundation. The results of their e‘l'/forts. Over $85 millioninvested in the LTS

Midland area through projects, grants, scholarships and a variety of initiatives. One needs . ,
only look through the history of the community foundation to seea variety of bold efforts. We do more than just give grants.
And truly, Midland Area Community Foundation is a reflection-of this remarkable communi- Collaborations and impactful

ty in which bold men and women took risks and conflde and courageously moved for- N projects are part of our DNA.
ward on their dreams. - '

Thank you for joining with us today as we continue this journey. This year's annual report
tells the stories of transformational efforts in this community we all love. From helping :
first-generation students complete college to instilling the import ance f B Grants & Scholarshlps

providing a special experience at the Santa House, you'll read abot ] - , _
vision and a passion building something together: for good, forever. = — i . _ $3.5 million was awarded in 2015.

| a8 == | | i - Learn more about our grantmaking
Our ph|Ianthrop|st of the year, Jim Malek, is one ofit everyday people who passionately == e and scholarships.

x scholarship funds. In addition, Jim helps
to light up the skies each summer at Riverdays through his involvement in designing the

fireworks show.

Leaving a Legacy

Our annual report also highlights our investments
acy Society donors, and provides our year-end fing
annual report would not be possible without donotr;
you gave your time, talent or treasure (or all of thesi
impact this community in meaningful ways.

1 a wide range of projects, lists our Leg-

Icial report. What you read about in this : . .
s and volunteers like you. So whether View our legacy society list and be

We appreciate your contributions to E -.-“ '.. sl . '7 InSpII’ed by our Ph||anthr0p|st Of the
: ; e Year honoree.

Harriet Tubman said, “Always remember, you have w
and the passion to reach for the stars to change the: :
bold new ideas, projects and partnerships that will enable us to ¢
transform our world here in the Midland area. Thank you forJom

Gratefully,

Sharon Mortensen,
President & CEO



59,166,985 7,779,579 55,640,054

$29,739,140 $18,932,923 $13,449,567

$1,137,771 54,500

www.midlandfdn.org
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STATEMENTS

2014
$2,340,305
83,812,096

27,523
668,647

647,326

$87,495,807

$38,554
160,150

1,887,711

2,086,415

83,162,305
1,247,177

1,000,000

85,409,482

$87,495,897

.

|

2014

$5,529,155
2,645,444

81,48

N

8,256,086

3,775,730
1,984,520
472,194

165,532

6,397,976
1,858,110

83,551,372

$85,409,482




Lighting/Santa House

Endo’j
mas F. & H

The T

Valent Endowmenti.

Don%fr_ support makes
projects like the Santa
House possible. Do you
have a project you're
passionate about?
Contact MACF to learn

funds.

SANTA IS IN THE HOUSE
Santa makes Midland home
throughout the month of December.

For a full schedule and other news,
check out the big guy online at:

pdie

CRAZY
ABUUT
SANTA

f there’s one thing Midland is known for, it's our love of all things Christmas.

As home (O [

The Santa House h
permanent structu re
qhejolly fellow, receive a-

J | bl

“Santa Claus is the most well-known character in
the world,” Ve
with a child

The Santa House
Tuesday, Nove

Court'rﬁgse i
"l ‘.

WWW

perhaps the most well-known Santa Claus school (and house) in
<e.the holiday seriously. During the 2015 season, over 30,000

a project of the community foundation since the
lilt in 1987. Families come each year to chat with

‘Midlanders Tom & Holly ValeRttake their dedication to the spirit of Christmas
to another level. Tom is Deaniof the Charles W. Howard Santa Claus School.

efforts in 2012 and contln : S
‘Bguse each year. On top of tF
ftray Mr. and.Mrs. Clau
delight of visitors from

ito improve on the
at, Tom and Holly

every season, to the
over.. -

A/

Says. “The visit that you have
: going to remember it for the
's important that you do a

{easo‘n kicks off in Midland on
r 29, 2016 with the annual
‘Ceremony. Learn more at:
landfdn.org




2025

f the current crop of college-bound students in Midland County, a full 58% of
them will not complete their degree program.

The Midland County Career & College Access Network (CCAN) was established
by the community foundation in 2013. By 2025, our goal is for at least 60% of
Midland County residents to have a postsecondary credential or degree.

We've partnered with local educational institutions to plan and implement
several programs to assist students, including FAFSA completion and financial aid
seminars, college mentors who help guide students through their pivitol first year
of college, and career exploration days, where students get a glimpse of life after
college.

“The data shows that if you're a first generation college student or come from
a low income family, you're more likely to struggle finishing your degree,”
says Valerie Gerhart, CCAN Coordinator. “We're putting a lot of focus on these
students in particular.”

The CCAN College Mentor Program matches upperclassmen with first generation
freshman, offering guidance, tips, and often just a friendly connection on campus
that can be critical in helping students get through their first year.

“| got involved with the mentor program because | knew what it was like to be
a first generation student and really be overwhelmed by it all,” says Jeremiah
Morin, a mentor and student at Delta College.

The program appears to be working, at least for Jeremiah’s mentee, Skyler James.

“It made every difference,” James says. “l probably wouldn't still be going to Delta
if | didn’t have somebody to help me.”

CCAN also works to ensure students are aware of options outside of traditional
college courses. Trade certifications and other STEM programs can lead to
rewarding careers with competitive compensation.

“Our primary goal of a 60% completion rate may seem lofty,” says Gerhart. “But
we believe it's attainable. It's a matter of connecting students with the right tools,
people and programs.”

c MIDLAND COUNTY

career + college access network
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“My parents could have easily
used that money to take us on an
awesome vacation or buy some
cool technology, but at the end of
the day, is it the things you buy or
the people you impact?”

- Luke White

aul and Kim White are no strangers

to giving back. Their list of community
involvement is impressive, but perhaps
more impressive is their work instilling
that same sense of giving in their four
boys: Luke, Adam, John and Eric.

“We meet several times throughout

the year to discuss what to do with our
endowment fund, because as community
needs change we try our best to adapt to
them,” says Luke, the oldest of the four
and a freshman at Calvin College.

The Whites established their fund in 2003.

As the fund grew through additional

YRS

donations and investment income, they
were able to give back to causes that
mattered to them.

Their kitchen table conversations have
led to grants from the fund to a variety of
causes in their community and beyond.

“Having an endowment fund has had a

significant impact on who | am,” says John,

the White's third son and a freshman at
Midland High School. “I can intelligently
talk about Midland’s Open Door homeless
shelter. I can tell you about The Arc of
Midland and the impact they have in our
community. Not enough of my peers are

I
-~

~ FAMILY GIVI

THE WHITE FAMILY DONOR ADVISE ‘I

aware of community needs - maybe not
enough adults either.”

When looking into opening a fund, Paul
White was surprised to learn it could
be established by raising $5,000 over a
period of five years.

“l worry that many in our community
believe you have to be a gazillionaire to
be a philanthropist,” says White. “You
don't. Establishing a fund is a reachable
goal for many.”
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The Arc of Midland - $10,000
Bike Camp for developmentally disabled
children

Bay/Midland Chapter: Pheasants
Forever - $15,000

New equipment purchases (tractor/trailor/
drill)

Chippewa Nature Center - $7,500
Two 8-passenger golf carts

Chippewa Watershed Conservancy -
$1,600

Map of canoe/kayak launch sites along Pine
River from Alma to the Chippewa Nature
Center

Creative 360 - $10,000
Outdoor, accessible "Wellness Pathway"

The Dahlia Hill Society of Midland -
$5,601
Wayfinding signage

Greater Midland Community Centers -
$40,000
Wellness Concierge initiative

The Greater Michigan Construction
Academy - $40,000
Technology lab improvements

Junior Achievement - $10,000
Junior Achievement programs in Coleman
Elementary School

Lincoln Township - $6,575
Bring Vietnam Moving Wall to the community
of Sanford from July 13-18, 2016

Little Forks Conservancy - $12,800
Home & business conservation programs

Midland Area ' Homes - $8,000
Relocation cost-benefit study

Midland Area Transportation Study -
$11,600

Assess transportation needs in Midland
County

Midland Charter Township - $40,000
Paved trail from Whiting Overlook Park to
Bullock Creek Elementary School

Midland Community Cancer Services -
$40,000
Program expansion

Midland County Council on Aging -
$14,000
Add air lock enclosure to building entrance

Midland County Fairgrounds - $20,000
Restoration of the Leiphart School House
(pictured)

Midland County Habitat for Humanity -

$25,000
Home repairs for low income families

Midland Fire Department - $15,000
New equipment purchase (trailer)

Midland Public Schools - $27,000
The International Baccalaureate Career-
related Program (IBCP)

Perceptions - $10,000
Creation of inclusive and diverse choir
benefiting Great Lakes Bay Region

Pinecrest Farms - $18,722
Safety initiative for long-term care residents

The ROCK Center for Youth
Development - $40,000
ROCK Exposure program expansion

Sanford Youth League - $25,000
ADA accessibility project at Sanford Park
baseball fields

Smart Growth America - $5,833
Address emerging urban trends in real estate
development and business attraction

Ten16 Recovery Network - $18,106
Center for Recovery and Wellness (CReW)
project expansion

West Midland Family Center - $10,000
Partial renovation of WMFC Childcare Center
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JIM MALEK

PHILANTHROPIST OF THE YE n
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STAFF

Sharon Mortensen
President & CEO

Dave Kell
Director of Finance

Melissa Kesterson
Program Officer

Emily Schafer
Development Officer

Heather Crowl
Accounting Clerk/Scholarship
Coordinator

Laura Dittenber
Administrative Assistant

Ben Tierney
Communications Officer

Nicole Wilson
Youth Action Council Coordinator

Valerie Gerhart
Career & College Access Network
Coordinator

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Elizabeth Lumbert

Board Chair

Kay Wagner
Vice Chair

Kevin Gay
Treasurer

Duncan Stuart
Secretary

Rod Coleman
Mary Gorte
Angela Hine
Liz Kapla

Kevin Kendrick
Dave Marsh
Carol Miller
Jim Nigro
Michael Rogers
Beth Swift

Kim White



OUR MISSION

To provide philanthropic leadership to
strengthen our community by fostering
collaboration and giving today and in
the future.

OUR VISION

To be the catalyst and recognized
leader for community philanthropy.

The essence of a community foundation
is many people putting their money
together to address the diverse needs
where they live. Gifts enable people

to dream bigger, to see the many
possibilities. As money is endowed, the
gifts grow forever, providing ongoing
support to help the community prosper.

Community foundations reflect and
support donors' wide array of interests
and help them address all aspects

of community need including arts

and culture, economic development,

education, environment, health, human
services and recreation.

JULY 15, 2016

Grant proposals due

JULY 15 & 16,2016

Riverdays Festival

OCTOBER 12, 2016

Ripple Effect

OCTOBER 15, 2016

Grant proposals due

NOVEMBER 29, 2016

Annual Courthouse Lighting

DECEMBER 4, 2016

Senior Christmas Dinners

“}'O Send our Littes

+- Camp!

MACF PROJECTS & PROGRAMS

Access to Recreation
Career + College Access Network
Cultural Awareness Committee
Entranceways Committee
Give Local Midland
Grants
Ripple Effect
Riverdays
Santa House/Courthouse Lighting
Scholarships
Senior Christmas Dinners
Violence Prevention Partnership
Whiting Overlook Park
Youth Action Council

MIDLAND COUNTY

CAN

career + college access network

midland county

YOUTH ACTION COUNCIL

GIVE LgcAL
MIDLAND
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For good. For ever. 989.839.9661




